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A
The Shari'ah status of labelling a Halaal
product with a name which has a connotation

with Haraam

A few months ago, a certain article made headlines and caused a major
commotion in the world of Halaal. The article mentioned that a certain American
restaurant had its certification withheld by the Malaysian Halaal body, JAKIM,
due to the fact that one of the items on its menu was called a “Pretzel Dog”. The
company very cleverly changed the name to “Pretzel Sausage” and secured their
certification.

JAKIM’S stance on the matter was that it is prohibited to give a Halaal product
a name that resembles something Haraam ! ; as it would cause the Muslim
consumer undue distress or could even mislead them. Accordingly, the
restaurant would have to change the name of its product.

The famous media outlets across the world made quite a big deal out of this
article and the Muslim public posted comments extensively. The entire uproar
led me to conclude that this topic should be discussed from a Shari’ah
perspective so that we can determine whether JAKIM had stipulated this clause
for administrative purposes or whether they had done so as per the demand of
the Shari’ah.

Hence, we immediately called a meeting with the respected Muftis of SANHA
Pakistan Shari’ah Research Department and presented the case before them so
that they may examine it from a Shari’ah point of view and discuss it

! Bearing in mind that it is haraam for Muslims to eat the flesh of dogs.
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academically. We soon realized that this is a purely Shari’ah matter which is
thoroughly substantiated from the Quran Kareem, the Sunnah and books of
Figh. This made it very easy for us to establish that JAKIM had merely practiced
on the rulings of the Shari’ah in the stance which it had adopted and that, as a
Halaal Authority, this was JAKIM’s obligation and it had utilized its right
correctly.

After an entire month of academic discussions and research, Mufti ‘Arif ‘Ali Shah
Saheb has prepared a comprehensive treatise regarding the above-mentioned
discussion from a Shari’ah point of view, furnished with the relevant references
from the Quran, Sunnah and all four juristic schools of thought (Mazaahib). This
has been done so as to present the collective view of the entire Muslim world.

May Allah (make this research paper a means of benefit for the entire mankind
— Aameen.

Mufti Yousuf ‘Abdur-Razzaaq Khan
CEO
SANHA Halaal Associates Pakistan PVT Ltd.
29 Rabi' Awwal 1438 , Wednesday, 28 December 2016
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The Shari'ah status of labelling a
Halaal product with a name which
has a connotation with Haraam
(The Complete Research Paper)

By: Mufti Sayyed ‘Arif ‘Ali Shah
Halaal Certification Manager

SANHA Pakistan

Thursday
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What is the ruling of Shari’ah regarding giving a Halaal product or a
Halaal ingredient the name of something Haraam - for example,
calling a certain food product “dog” or “pig” or giving it the name of
an alcoholic drink?

Islam encourages us to always speak appropriately and use words that have
good meanings. Accordingly, one of the first Shari’ah rights which a child has
over his/her parents is that they should give him/her a good name. If a word has
a wrong or bad meaning, Islam has taught us not to use it.

As far as this is concerned, the teachings of the Quran, Sunnah and Islamic
Jurisprudence have been presented below:

The Quran Kareem:

In the Quran Kareem, Allah (has prohibited the Muslims from using the word “ ks,

”. Allah (says:

[104:3 23] {700 108 2805 1pamis Gldl 15),55 Uely 153,25 ¥ 15T 2l TG
“O, you who believe! Say not, “ts\;’ (when addressing the Messenger &), but

say ‘see to us’ and listen! (And) The disbelievers shall have an agonizing
punishment.”

Regarding the above mentioned verse, the commentators of the Quran Kareem
have mentioned that the word “ el ” is pronounced the very same way in both
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Arabic and Hebrew. It has a very nice meaning in Arabic — “be considerate
towards us”. On the contrary, in the religious language of the Jews, Hebrew, it
is a disgusting profanity. The Muslims would use this word according to its
correct and acceptable meaning, whereas the Jews would deliberately say it
with the intention of insulting Rasoolullaah 4. They wanted to mock the
Muslims through this filthy play on words as a result of which Allah (prohibited
the Muslims from using it and He has made an everlasting lesson out of the fact
that it is inappropriate for a Muslim to speak in a manner which may cause
someone to take a wrong meaning or which could lead to a misunderstanding
or misinterpretation — (1).

Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Shafee’ Saheb (mentions:

From this verse we learn that, if others could possibly use your permissible
action as their proof and permission to do that which is impermissible, this
permissible action will not remain permissible for you —(2).

We also learn that, if a certain word is pronounced the very same way in two
different languages, but carries a good meaning in the one language and a bad
meaning in the other, we have been prohibited from using that word. This
prohibition will apply especially if it is a commonly used word in both languages.

We also learn that the Shari’ah prohibits the use of a word which has a Haraam
or impermissible meaning.

The Blessed Ahadith:

There are clear directives in the Ahadith regarding this topic. It was the blessed
habit of Rasoolullaah &* to change names which had bad or negative meanings.
A few examples are presented below:
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1. It has been mentioned in a hadith that we should not name our children
“Sabb”, “Harb”, “Murrah” and “Khannaas”? as these are some of the
names of Shaytaan — (3).

2. Hazrat ‘Umar (had a daughter called

o

‘Aasiyah”3. Rasoolullaah
changed her name to “Jameelah”* — (4).

3. Hazrat ‘Aaishah ¢ says that Rasoolullaah #: was particular about
changing names with bad meanings — (5).

The commentators of Hadith mention that Rasoolullaah : changed
impermissible names due to the act that it goes against the grain of a believer
to have such a name. The most distinct feature of a believer is that he wants to
submit to Allah (and obey Him, not disobey and defy Him — (6).

4. There is an authentic narration in Abu Dawood in which it is mentioned
that a certain person was named “Ghuraab” and another person was
named “Hubaab”. Rasoolullaah #: changed the names of both these
individuals to “Hishaam”.

In his commentary of this narration, the famous jurist and commentator of
Hadith, Imam Abu Muhammad, Husayn bin Mas’ood Baghawi (of the Shaafi’i
School of Thought (d. 516 AH) mentions that Rasoolullaah & personally

changed their names on account of the fact that they were both named after
animals which are Haraam to eat. The word “Ghuraab” means “crow” in Arabic,
and “Hubaab” is a type of snake — (7).

From the above-mentioned narrations, it is clear that Islam considers it contrary
to the honor and dignity of man that he, who is the most superior of Allah’s
(creation, should have a name that has a bad or negative meaning. As for a
manufactured product, it seems to be even more sensitive, because these things

2 These names mean: “Infatuated, War, Bitter and Deserter”. (translator)
3 This name means: “Disobedient or Sinner”. (translator)
4 Which means: “Beautiful”. (translator)
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are ingested and if it is Haraam to consume a specific foodstuff due to it being
Haraam — for example, dog, pork, alcoholic drinks etc. — it would be all the
more Haraam  to consume a Halaal food stuff which had been given that
Haraam name>.

The famous Imam, jurist and commentator of hadith, Qaadhi ‘lyaadh bin Moosa
((d. 544 AH) of the Maaliki School of Thought has mentioned that Rasoolullaah
#: had changed all these names due to the fact that their meanings were not
good and that any person of sound disposition and temperament would be
averse to such names. Since they refer to something Haraam, names like
“Ghuraab” (which means crow) and “Hubaab” (a type of snake) were changed.

From the explanation given by Qaadhi ‘lyaadh (we learn that impermissible
names were changed purely because they referred to something which is
Haraam by its very nature or because they had incorrect or negative meanings.
Hence, even if there is no fear of accidentally consuming something Haraam, it
would still not be permissible to give a Halaal food stuff a name which resembles
the name of something Haraam.

Qaadhi ‘lyaadh (further writes that changing bad names does not only apply to
those which Rasoolullaah ¢ changed, as has been narrated in the blessed
ahadeeth. Instead, the same will apply to any and every name in which this
common factor is found — in other words, all those names with bad or incorrect
meanings.

We also learn from the above-mentioned discussion that, until the Day of
Judgement, the Shari’ah has prohibited us from giving anyone or anything a
name which has a bad or impermissible meaning — (8).

5> This could even cause one to become lax and disregard the importance of eating halaal foods. (translator)
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Qaadhi ‘lyaadh (mentions that there are varying degrees of impermissibility as
far as this aspect is concerned. He lists them as follows:

1. Attimes, it will be necessary and compulsory to change these bad names,
especially if they have Haraam meanings.

2. If a name has a meaning that is not Haraam, it will not be compulsory to
change it. However, it will still be good and preferable to do so. For
example, if a name has a good meaning, but there is a name with an even
better meaning, it will be better to opt for the second name —(9).

3. It will be compulsory to change which has a bad meaning or is derived
from a root word with a bad meaning — such as the name “ ‘Aasiyah”
(disobedient, sinner) which was changed according to the narration
mentioned above.

4. If a name makes a subtle indication to a claim of piety — such as the name
“Barrah” (righteous) which was changed according to one narration —one
should change it.

5. If the name has a meaning of greatness or pride — such as naming a child
Shahinshaah (king of kings) — it will be impermissible to give that name —
(10).

The famous jurist and commentator of hadith, Imam Abu Zakariyya, Yahya bin
Sharaf An-Nawawi & (d. 676 AH) of the Shaafi’i School of Thought has
mentioned that it is not only those names which have been mentioned in the
hadith that are disliked. Instead, the same ruling will apply to any and every
name which fits the same description as those which were changed. In certain
instances, such names will be Haraam (the details of which have already been
mentioned —(11)), but generally such names will be Makrooh Tanzeehi (disliked)
—-(12).

In a narration, which can be found in Mishkaatul-Masaabeeh, it has been
mentioned that Rasoolullaah & would first find out the name of a person before
deputing him as a governor of any area. If his name had a good meaning, it would
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please Rasoolullaah 4 so much that signs delight could clearly be seen on his
radiant face. However, if his name had a bad meaning, not only could clear signs
of disapproval be seen on his blessed countenance, but he ¢ would also change
the person’s name.

The famous jurist and commentator of hadith, Abul Hasan, Noorud-Deen, ‘Ali
bin Muhammad Al-Harawi Al-Qaari — more commonly known as Mulla ‘Ali Al-
Qaari & - of the Hanafi School of Thought has mentioned that these ahadeeth
generally apply to the days of Jaahiliyyah (the days of ignorance prior to the
advent of Islam) during which people would give their children names like “Dog”,
“Lion”, “Wolf”etc. These are the kinds of name which Rasoolullaah &> would
change. For this reason, Mulla ‘Ali Al-Qaari & has quoted the statement of Ibnul-
Malik & who said: “It is Sunnah to give one’s children and servants (slaves) good
names.”

From this Hadith, we also learn that the instruction on giving good names does
not only apply to people. Instead, one should endeavor to give everything, even
places, good and meaningful names as this is something which the Shari’ah
deems good and appropriate, just as it prohibits the opposite — (13).

There is a narration in Saheeh Bukhari in which Hazrat ‘Aaishah (mentions that
Rasoolullaah & said: “No-one should say ‘| have a Khabeeth nafs (despicable

nm

soul)’. He should rather say ‘I have a Lagees nafs (lazy soul).

In his commentary of this hadith, the famous jurist and commentator of Saheeh
Bukhari, Ibnu Battaal, Abul Hasan, ‘Ali bin Khalaf bin ‘Abdil Malik & (d. 449 AH)
of the Maaliki School of Thought has narrated from Imam Abu ‘Ubayd (that all
the scholars of the Arabic Language unanimously agree that both words “«as”
and “«.d” have the very same meaning. However, Rasoolullaah #: only
prohibited the use of the word “cix” since the word’s reference to that which is
Haraam and filthy is more overt than in “«.a”, Furthermore, it was the noble
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4,

habit of Rasoolullaah 42 to prevent his followers from using vulgar words and

encourage them to use mannerly and cultured words and names instead.

During his discussion of the very same hadith, the famous jurist and
commentator of Saheeh Bukhari, Imam Ahmad bin ‘Ali bin Muhammad bin
Ahmad bin Hajar Al-‘Asqalaani & (d. 852 AH) of the Shaafi’i School of Thought
mentioned that this hadith teaches us to avoid using any word that has a vulgar
or impermissible meaning. Furthermore, if there are two words which can be
used to articulate the very same point and they are almost synonymous, but the
one word could possibly have a bad meaning, one should avoid that word and
rather use a word which is not tainted with any vulgar, impermissible or sinful
meaning.

In light of Ibnu Hajar’s (above mentioned commentary it is quite clear that it is
not permissible, according to the Shari’ah, to give the name of something
impermissible or Haraam to that which is permissible or Halaal — (14).

The commentator of Mishkaat, Mulla ‘Ali Al-Qaari (has mentioned that we have
been prohibited from using the word “khabeeth” because it is a word which
refers to something Haraam and the mind immediately thinks of something
vulgar and filthy when it hears this word — and Allah (knows best — (15).

In my humble opinion, we have been prohibited from using a word which is an
adjective of Haraam. Therefore, it should be even more impermissible and
prohibited to use a word which actually refers to that which is Haraam —such

” n

as “dog”, “pig”, “alcohol” etc.

A very famous commentator of Mishkaat, Imam Abu ‘Abdillaah, Fadhlullaah bin
Imam Hasan Al-Toorbushti (d. 661 AH) has mentioned that the Muslims have
been prohibited from referring to themselves with vulgar words. This is why
Rasoolullaah ¢ used to change bad names — (16).
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In his Musnad, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (has also narrated the above-
mentioned hadith of Hazrat ‘Aaishah (verbatim — (17).

The famous Muhaddith of the Indian Subcontinent, ‘Allaamah Anwar Shaah
Kashmiri (mentioned that the meanings and connotations of words sometimes
become reprehensible due to the situation and time in which the word is used.
In other words, one may use a certain word in the wrong context which
subsequently causes the word to sound bad or vulgar, even though it has the
very same meaning as another word which would not have had the same effect
if used in the very same context — (18).

From this we understand that it is completely incorrect, according to the
Shari’ah, to give the name of something Haraam or impermissible to that which
is Halaal.

In his commentary of Saheeh Bukhari — called Tawdheeh — Imam Abu Hafs,
‘Umar bin ‘Ali bin Ahmad Al-Ansaari — commonly known as lbnul Mulagqin
((723-804 AH) of the Shaafi’i School of Thought has mentioned that we have
been prohibited from referring to ourselves with the word “khabeeth” because
itis Haraam to use this word for a believer — (19).

From this we can deduce that, if it is impermissible to use a certain word for a
believer, it will be equally impermissible to use that word for any permissible
objective.

Islamic Jurisprudence:

In light of Islamic Jurisprudence (Islamic Figh), it is not correct to give any Halaal
thing a name which specifically refers to or even resembles something which is
Haraam. The reason for this is that it is tantamount to blatant imitation of that
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which is Haraam and, imitating Haraam is also Haraam. Furthermore, this is
a matter which all the jurists of all four schools of thought unanimously agree
upon — (20).

Conclusion:

In light of the Quran Kareem, Sunnah as well as Islamic Jurisprudence, it is not
permissible to give the name of something Haraam, or a name which has a bad
or impermissible meaning, to any Halaal food product or Halaal ingredient.

And Allah (knows best.

Mufti Sayyed ‘Arif ‘Ali Shah

Halaal Certification Manager

SANHA Pakistan

Thursday, 22 Rabee’ul Awwal 1439 / 22 December 2016

Endorsed by:
Members of the Shari’ah Research Department:

SANHA Halaal Associates Pakistan

Mufti Shu’ayb ‘Aalam
Mufti Yousuf ‘Abdur-Razzaaq Khan
Mufti Ahsan Zafar
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